Cooperative Habitat

Protection Partnerships - —

PROMOTING LOCAL STRATEGIES
TO PROTECT COASTAL AND MARINE FISH HABITAT

THE HABITAT CHALLENGE

Cooperative Habitat Protection Partnerships (CHPPs) will emphasize
non-regulatory approaches at the regional and community levels to
supplement traditional regulatory activities to protect fish habitat.
NOAA Fisheries Service’s commitment to fish habitat reflects the
environmental and economic implications of habitat degradation, and
the benefits of collaborative conservation efforts.

e Healthy habitats provide the foundation of productive fisheries
worth billions of dollars each year to the U.S. economy.

¢ Human activities in coastal and marine areas can lead to unnecessary
harm to habitats if they are not guided by knowledge of habitat
value and vulnerabilities.

Traditional regulatory strategies are only part of the solution.
Complementary approaches are needed to equip citizens, communities,
and industry with the knowledge and tools to provide appropriate
consideration of fish habitat in planning exercises, project designs, and
decision making,

A COOPERATIVE APPROACH
VOLUNTARY « COMMUNITY BASED « FISH FOCUSED

Recent projects include:

1. Watershed Planning -- A partnership with the Anchorage, Alaska,
municipal government will add vital fish habitat information to GIS
products and the city’s watershed plan. This Community Outreach
Habitat Operation (COHO) effort will yield an improved watershed
plan that addresses habitat concerns in a broader context leading to
more productive habitats.

2. Ecosystem Models -- Transferable models developed in partnership
with The Nature Conservancy and The Wetlands Conservancy will
use ecological data to identify habitat protection activities with the
greatest benefits to anadromous fish in the Pacific Northwest and
other regions of the country.

3. Economic Values -- A partnership with NOAA programs, state
agencies, and the private sectors on the San Francisco Bay Subtidal
Habitat Goals Project will add habitat economics insights into a

comprehensive and long-term management vision for subtidal

systems in the Bay. The effort will provide for better informed
decisions by balancing economic and ecological considerations.

OBJECTIVES

1. Establish and nurture local
partnerships to protect coastal
and marine habitat

2. Enable communities to
identify issues, develop
strategies, and implement
solutions to protect habitat

3. Promote awareness and
stewardship of fish habitat

4. Provide technical assistance
and small grants

For more information, please visit:
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/CHPP

or contact:

Kathi Rodrigues, CHPPs Coordinator
NOAA Fisheries Service

Office of Habitat Conservation

One Blackburn Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

(978) 281-9324
kathi.rodrigues@noaa.gov

Thomas Bigford, Division Chief
NOAA Fisheries Service

Office of Habitat Conservation
1315 East-West Highway, F/HC2
Silver Spring, MD 20910

(301) 713-4300 x131
thomas.bigford@noaa.gov




